
TOWN OF MILLIKEN

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MILLIKEN MEETING HOUSE, 

1201 BROAD STREET

MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

The Town of Milliken Board of Trustees convened a regular session on Wednesday, 
March 9, 2022, at 6: 30 P. M. Those present: Mayor Elizabeth Austin, Mayor Pro Tem LeRon

Ehrlich and Trustees: Linda Measner, Nichole Rodriguez, Amanda Long, and Peggy
Wakeman. Also, Present: Town Administrator Cheryl Powell, Parks Director Keith Staggs, 
Streets Director John Rabas, Finance/Accounting Director Wade Nickerson, 
Water/Wastewater Director Don Stonebrink, Community Development Director Pepper
McClenahan ( by Zoom), Town Attorney Matthew Gould ( by Zoom), and Administrative
Assistant Tami Burns. 

Absent: Trustee Derek Granquist, Police Chief Garcia, and Town Clerk Caree Rinebarger

Pledge of Alleqiance

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6: 30 P. M. 

Roll Call

Trustee Long, Trustee Measner, Trustee Rodriguez, Trustee Wakeman, Mayor Pro Tem
Ehrlich, and Mayor Austin. 

Agenda Approval

Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich motioned to move the Discussion Agenda after the Appointments and
to approve the agenda with changes. Trustee Rodriguez seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Long — Yes, Trustee Measner — Yes, Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, 
Trustee Wakeman — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich — Yes, and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

Appointment and Swearing in Ceremony

Acting Town Clerk Tami Burns swore in Cheryl Boltz and Sloan Hawes to the Milliken Housing
Authority. 

Discussion Agenda

a. Hillsborough Update
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Project Manager Leonard Wiest explained that the Town has been working on the
Hillsborough Reservoir a. k.a. The Little Thompson Reservoir since 2018. This reservoir

has an old decree that has not been used since 1976. The reservoir has silted up due to
the Hillsborough Board not cleaning the silt out for many years. There is a 975 acre foot
storage decree on this reservoir. When the Town did a feasibility study, they said that we
need to take the reservoir to 700 acre feet. This would make the reservoir useable, there

wouldn' t be a dead pool, and water would flow by gravity. 

The Town began the process of the potential rehabilitation of the Hillsborough Reservoir in
2018. Since then and inflation due to the pandemic, the cost went from seven million
dollars to over twelve million dollars, not to mention the increase of current State

Standards. This project will require the dam being rebuilt, toe drains, a spillway, a slurry
wall tying it into the bedrock, and removal of about 880, 000 square feet of silt. 

We are looking for grants to offset some of the cost. We spoke with the Bureau of

Reclamation and a multiple of other agencies. With the aid of Ken Buck' s office, they put
the Town in contact with the United States Department of Agriculture ( USDA) and one of

their sub agencies the Natural Resource Conservation Service ( NRCS). 

The NRCS has a 75%/ 25% grant that would lessen our financial burden down from seven

million dollars to just under three million dollars. NRCS will do their own feasibility study
with the support of the Town. The downside of this grant is that they are looking at more
than just the water. They are looking at the recreational aspect such as fishing, trails, and
picnic areas. If this comes back as part of their feasibility study it will cost more than twelve
million dollars and we will still be responsible for 25% of the grant. 

When speaking to Thompson Rivers Parks & Recreation ( TRPR) about the possibility of
adding recreational amenities to the reservoir, they indicated that they would consider
funding the recreation portion of the grant match. 

Milliken is a 38% owner of the lower ditch which goes from the Hillsborough Reservoir to
the end of the ditch. 

Mr. Wiest explained that the rate of water storage without the water is six thousand dollars

an acre foot. The value of the water is about twenty thousand dollars per acre foot. 

Our 38% of water shares is a value to the Town of about two to three million dollars. 

Mr. Wiest asked the Board to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter of support. The Town has

letters of support from TRPR, RE -5J school district, and the City of Johnstown. 

If the Town of Milliken were to receive the NRCS grant money, we would assume the
Project Management position in addition to paying the bills as they come in and in turn the
federal government would reimburse the Town within 30 days. 

Having storage at the Hillsborough Reservoir opens opportunities in the future. A few of
the future possibilities are augmentation, more non -potable water, and could be blended
and changed to a treatable water source. 
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Mayor Austin asked if there is a market for the silt in the bottom of the reservoir. Mr. Wiest

indicated there have been inquires in the past so it could be a possibility but further
exploration would need to be done. 

Trustee Wakeman asked if there were any other sponsors. Mr. Wiest indicated that if the
feasibility study comes back wanting to add the recreational areas, we will approach TRPR. 
However, the Town of Milliken is the only current sponsor. 

Trustee Measner asked who owns the Hillsborough property. Mr. Wiest said that the
Hillsborough Extension Irrigation Company owns about 60 acres around the reservoir. 

TRPR would want a long term lease for the recreational area if they decided to partner with
the Town of Milliken. This would need to be discussed with the Hillsborough Board. The
current board is in support of the project. 

Mayor Austin asked if the Town has staff that could manage the bill paying of the project. 
Administrator Powell stated that this would go through the Finance Department. Mayor

asked if this would put an added burden on staff. Finance Director indicated that yes, this

would be an additional burden but that his department could handle it. 

Administrator Powell wanted to add that this would be an asset to the Town. It would

provide additional irrigation water ( non -potable) so the Town nor the farmers would need to
purchase additional water. 

Mayor Austin asked if the agenda should be amended to add the letter of support. 

Mr. Wiest indicated that the feasibility study will take three to six months to complete and
one hundred forty seven thousand dollars. The letter is not needed today however, they
want to know that the Town is in support of the project. 

Trustee Measner motioned to amend the agenda to add the signing of a letter in support of
the Hillsborough project subject to attorney approval. Trustee Wakeman seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, Trustee Measner — Yes, Trustee Wakeman — 
Yes, Trustee Long — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich — Yes, and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

b. Milliken Elementary School

Community Development Director Pepper McClenahan informed the Board that Milliken

Elementary has submitted a permit application. They are looking to expand the interior by
adding more offices and the exterior by extending or improving flat work, parking area, and
the bus loop. There is a pre -application conference on Tuesday, April 15, 2022

There were none

Citizen Comments
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Minutes of Previous Meetings — February 9, 2022

Trustee Rodriguez motioned to approve the minutes of February 23, 2022, as
distributed. Trustee Measner seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, Trustee Measner — Yes, Trustee Wakeman — Yes, 

Trustee Long — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich — Yes, and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

Acknowledgment of the List of Bills Paid

Trustee Wakeman asked about the why Spradley Barr received a payment. She thought that
Spradley Barr sold the business and the name changed. Finance Director Wade Nickerson
explained that this was from a bill carried over from a previous month before the name was
changed. 

Director Nickerson explained that the US Bank NA payment is an interest payment on the

wastewater loan through Colorado Water Resources and Power Development Authority. This
was a loan that was taken out in 2003 for the Wastewater Plant. CWRPDA refinanced this in

2013. We are making semi- annual payments on this and the last payment will be made in
2024. 

Town Administrator' s Report — Cheryl Powell

Staff has been reviewing proposals from firms for the Comprehensive Plan Update. 
There were six ( 6) responses to the RFP for the Compensation Plan Update. 
Interviews with four (4) firms will take place next week. 

An Administrative Grant application for $25,000 has been submitted to the

Department of Local Affairs ( DOLA) for the engineering of WCR 23 3/ 4. The cost of
engineering is approximately $ 99,000. 
A letter to CDOT for the speed study has been submitted. More information will be
presented when the study is completed. 
The four ( 4) Town Broadband Committee is utilizing the services of Attorney Ken
Fellman, who has negotiated many Franchise Agreements for other municipalities
and has worked on agreements with Allo. Attorney Fellman is currently working to
draft a non- exclusive master license agreement and a supplemental site license. 

Once the committee is happy with the final draft, Administrator Powell will share the
contract with the Board for approval. 

Trustee Measner commented that Allo is the company that is putting fiber in in Greeley. 
Administrator Powell stated that Eaton recently finalized their master service agreement as
well. 

Consent Agenda

a. Approval of a Professional Service Agreement with L & M Landscaping for
Abatement Services. 
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To Authorize the Town Administrator to sign a contract with L & M Landscaping for
Abatement Services

b. Approval of an Agreement with Mountain Alarms for Smoke Detectors at Town
Hall

To Authorize the Town Administrator to sign a contract with Mountain Alarm Fire and
Security for the installation of eighteen conventional smoke detectors at Town Hall. 

Trustee Measner asked if these are fire detectors only or are they combine with the CO
detector? Streets and Facilities Director Jon Rabas stated that these are fire detectors
only. 

c. Approval of a Lease Agreement with All Copy Products and Konica Minolta

Authorization for the Town Administrator to Sign a Lease Agreement with All Copy
Product/ Konica Minolta for a New Copy Machine at the Police Department

Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Trustee Rodriguez
seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Long — Yes, Trustee Wakeman - Yes, Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, 
Trustee Measner — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich - Yes and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

Action Agenda

a. Approval of the Mayor signing of a letter in support of the Hillsborough Project

Trustee Measner motioned to approve the signing of a letter in support of the Hillsborough
project subject to attorney approval. Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Long — Yes, Trustee Wakeman - Yes, Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, 
Trustee Measner — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich - Yes and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

b. Consideration and Adoption of Ordinance 798: Board Compensation

Matthew Gould, Town Attorney, asked the Board for their consideration and adoption of

Ordinance 798, an Ordinance increasing Board Compensation for future Members of the
Board of Trustees and the Mayor. 

As discussed at the last work session, the increase will apply to any Board Member
sworn in following the election of April 5, 2022. The Board member compensation has
not changed since 2003. 
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The reasoning behind putting this in the Municipal Code is allows transparency and
accessibility to the public. 

Trustee Rodriguez moved to adopt Ordinance No. 798, an ordinance of the Town of

Milliken, Colorado setting the amount of compensation to be paid to the Board of Trustees
and the Mayor following the next regular election Trustee Long seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Long — Yes, Trustee Measner — Yes, Trustee Wakeman — Yes, 
Trustee Rodriguez — Yes, Mayor Pro Tem Ehrlich — Yes and Mayor Austin - Yes. 

Motion Carried. 

Informational Agenda

a. Police Department Monthly Report — February 2022

Chief Benito Garcia provided the Board with the Police Department Report for

February 2022

b. Community Development Report — January and February 2022

Community Development Director McClenahan provided the Board with the
Community Development Report for November and December 2021. 

Adjournment

Trustee Wakeman motioned to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Rodriguez seconded. 

Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 P. M. 

Prepared by: Approved by: 

Eliza th Austin, Mayor
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